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ABSTRACT 

An automated laboratory system and method allow high-throughput and 
fully automated processing of materials, such as liquids including genetic materials. The 
invention includes a variety of aspects that may be combined into a single system. For 
example, processing may be performed by a plurality of robotic-equipped modular 
stations, where each modular station has its own unique environment in which processes 
are performed. Transport devices, such as conveyor belts, may move objects between 
modular stations, saving movement for robots in the modular stations. Gels used for gel 
electrophoresis may be extruded, thus decreasing the time needed to form such gels. 
Robotically-operated well forming tools allow wells to be formed in gels in a registered 
and accxjrate way. 


